Giving to the Heart Circle Drive

Samantha and Jeff met during college when they started volunteering together at
a local nonprofit. They dated for several years before getting married. Jeff taught
special education, and Samantha worked as a school counselor. As time passed,
they welcomed their children Cora and Connor.

Their family's lives were forever changed when Jeff died unexpectedly from a
severe heart attack on April 3,2021. Samantha said the early days after Jeff's death
were a blur. Samantha and her two children, Cora and Connor, couldn't talk about
the loss of Jeff and were having a hard time processing their grief. A school nurse
encouraged Samantha to seek support from Jessica’s House.

Their family began groups at Jessica's House in September of 2021. Samantha said
the first groups were tearful but finding connections with others going through a
similar loss helped. “Jessica’s House is such a welcoming space. We bonded with
our groups and found we weren’t alone.”

Today, Samantha, Cora, and Connor are learning to live again. She says that when
she thinks of Jeff, she does so with more love than grief, even though it's not easy.
She says, “When you love hard, you grieve hard. We had a good one.”
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Your generosity helps ensure children like Cora and Connor will always find an open
door and open arms at Jessica's House. Thanks to the support of our Heart Circle, families
have access to best-practice grief support, and the chance to heal and hope again.
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' HouSe Drive donor wall. Contributions to Jessica’s House and the Heart Circle Drive are tax-deductible.

Grief Support for Children, Teens,

Return the completed Heart Circle pledge form to Natalie Henderson at Jessica's House at

Young Adults and Their Families P.O. Box 1712, Turlock, CA 95381. Electronic copies may be emailed to nhenderson@jessicashouse.org



